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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.
Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written
permission from the publisher.
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.
Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
Second Career © 2019 by Ellen Margolis
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Second Career
SECOND CAREER
By Ellen Margolis
CAST
DIANE: Recently retired. Middle-class.
JAMES: Her friend, a few years younger. Middle-class.
Place
A room in Diane’s home, indicated by a dining room table.
Time
Late morning, this year.
NOTE: A slash indicates overlapping lines, with the following line starting at the /.
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SETTING: Dining room in a small home or apartment. A dining table is covered with stacks of
bills, receipts, etc. It’s not messy but is a work in progress. A couple of full shopping totes are on
nearby chairs.
AT RISE: Diane is on the phone, on hold, classical music comes through her phone, which is on
speaker. As she waits, she continues organizing papers, making some decisions, and writing a
note or two.
(Music cuts out. Diane grabs the phone.)
DIANE: Uh-huh, hello? Yes, I’m here. Yes—hello? Right. Great! (listens)
Because it’s… (silence, in which she picks up a smoke alarm from the table and stares at it)
(interrupting) So if the packaging were damaged, I could—yes, right—but since the thing
just died two days after I plugged it in, you guys will take no responsibility—
(doorbell rings)
Can you hold a second? (sweetly) Thank you! (Diane goes to the door, quickly pops it open,
and signals to James that she’ll just be a minute. James follows her in, waits uncertainly.
Diane picks up phone.)
Still there? OK, I’m going to ask you to hold just another second.
(Diane loudly hums a few phrases of Vivaldi as hold music. Exits and returns with a tool kit
from which she selects a small hammer. James watches her, amused. Diane picks up the phone.)
You there? Great! Listen, craziest thing. I just flipped over the box, and— (bangs on the
box several times with hammer) oh, my goodness! Can you believe it? The packaging is
damaged! There’s a big old dent in the back of the box.
(Diane gives the box another whack for good measure. Listens.)
Hello? You’re there, yes? So, do I send you the whole thing in a bigger box, or…
Well, you probably have it right in front of you, but it’s six-two-nine Harrison Lane,
Dayton, Ohio, and the zip—as we’ve already confirmed twice in this very conversation!
—is four-five-four-zero-four. (beat) I will do that, yes. Thank you so much. Bye.
(Diane hangs up, feeling modestly triumphant. Nothing from James.)
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DIANE: Are you a little early?
JAMES: Maybe a few. I’ve been looking forward to our lunch!
DIANE: OK. (looks over table) All right. I’m at a pretty good stopping place.
JAMES: What are you up to? Doesn’t look like much fun for your first official week of
retirement. / What is all this?
DIANE: Fun, no. Satisfying, oh yes. (pointing around) Customer response forms.
Receipts with instructions for those dumb phone questionnaires. And see that bag?
(James goes to one of the shopping bags and begins pulling things out.)
JAMES: What is all this?
DIANE: Those are cheap shoes that didn’t last two weeks, sunglasses whose lenses
popped out on the way home from the store, generic shampoo that invites you to
compare it to Head & Shoulders. Foolishly invites you to make that comparison, I should
say.
JAMES: So you’re…returning all this stuff?
DIANE: That’s just from this neighborhood. The blue bag is for stores downtown.
That’ll be my day on Friday. (crosses to it, pulls out a fancy silk mask) Look at this “sleep
mask.” The strap broke the first night I used it!
JAMES: I guess I admire your discipline, but don’t you want to pace yourself? Do one of
these annoying things every week or so, and spend the rest of your time in the garden?
DIANE: Garden?
JAMES: Or writing? Sitting at some little outdoor café with a stack of legal pads and a
latte?
DIANE: That’s just what they’re counting on.

END OF FREEVIEW
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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