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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, additions,
or deletions to the text must be approved.
Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, in any
medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, are fully
reserved.
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.
Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com.
Evacuation © 2017 by Linda Larocque
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EVACUATION
By Linda Larocque
CAST
PAUL: Paulie’s father, an elderly male.
RITA: Paulie’s mother, an elderly female.
PAULIE: Paul and Rita’s son, a younger male.
Time:
Present day.
Place:
The front seat of an old truck camper.

At Rise: PAUL, RITA and PAULIE are seated together in the front seat. RITA is in the middle.
It is very cramped and all are squeezed together. PAULIE is intent on his driving as it’s raining
heavily. Both PAUL and RITA are looking straight ahead. They are stoic, grim, and very
unhappy with the conditions they have found themselves in.
PAULIE: Alright, we’ve been on the road over two very long hours and neither of you
has said a word. (pause, now annoyed) Is it going to be like this for the rest of the way?
RITA: Ask your father.
PAUL: Ask your mother. She always has an answer for everything. (pause) At least she
used to.
PAULIE: Please, Dad, don’t start in. For once, can’t Mom and you just try to get along
for a few days? That’s all I’m asking. You think I’m happy about this hurricane coming
and having to evacuate with two people who haven’t spoken in fifteen years?
PAUL: What?
RITA: Tell your father to check his hearing aids.
PAUL: Tell your mother to mind her own damn business.
RITA: How long before we can go home?
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PAULIE: It depends on when it’s safe…
RITA: (interrupts) I can’t be gone very long.
PAULIE: What are you talking about?
RITA: I have some important documents coming from Publishers Clearing House. I’m
going to be winning five thousand dollars a week for life.
PAULIE: Mom, tell me you’re not serious.
MOM: Of course I’m serious. And that’s exactly why it’s necessary for me to be home to
get my mail.
PAULIE: We can’t go back yet.
RITA: We are talking about me winning thousands and thousands of dollars. Of course
I’m serious. I simply can’t be gone very long.
PAUL: Of course she’s serious. Now you can see what I went through. She’s a whack
job.
RITA: Tell your father I’ve had enough of his smart remarks. I should’ve stayed home
and taken my chances of getting blown away. At least I’d be there to get my mail when
they try contacting me.
PAULIE: I got a great idea. Let’s all go back to not talking.
RITA: You think the girls are alright? Maybe we should stop to check on them.
PAULIE: We’ve only been gone a couple hours. Cats can go for days unattended.
RITA: They are not cats. They are my girls. And Honey, you know they are used to lots
of attention. I don’t want them traumatized. I’m not sure if you understand their
temperament completely, but if they don’t hear normal household noises they can
become very, very…
PAUL: (interrupts) Dead? (laughs) You know what they say…so many cats, so few
recipes.
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RITA: You’re really stupid, so let me enlighten you. Thousands of years ago cats were
worshiped as gods and they’ve not gotten over it. It’s in their DNA. You have to treat
them differently than other pets.
PAULIE: Please, you two.
RITA: Tell your father he’s always been disgusting, but he’s even worse now. What do
you expect from a man who named his poor dog Hawk Eye? That’s why I never invite
him to my house for any of our family events. He’s worse than disgusting.
PAUL: What? What did ya say?
RITA: (angry) Turn up your hearing aids! I said you’re still disgusting. In fact, you’re
more disgusting than ever.
PAULIE: Come on, Mom, you know Dad can’t hear. Take it easy on him.
PAUL: I don’t like this driving rain, son, and since we’re out of the hurricane’s path,
whatd’ya say we pull over first chance we get and ride out this storm?
PAULIE: I’m thinking the same thing.
RITA: Well, how far to our motel?
PAUL: (laughs) Motel? Hell, we’re staying in the first Wal-Mart parking lot we can find.
RITA: (shocked) We’re staying in a Wal-Mart parking lot?
PAUL: They ain’t half bad, if you keep the shades down.
RITA: No, absolutely not. We’re not doing that. You said we were going to a motel.
PAULIE: I didn’t say that. I said we had to evacuate. Since you didn’t have a place to
go, Dad said you could come with us in his camper.
RITA: I didn’t understand. I thought we’d be staying in…
PAUL: (interrupts) A five star hotel? You’re damn lucky I agreed to bring you along.
Whatd’ya want us to do, take you and them cats back home?
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PAULIE: Calm down, Dad.
RITA: Never mind, you can’t reason with your father. You should know that.
PAULIE: Look, Mom, we’re out of the hurricane’s path by now, but I don’t like driving
the camper in all this rain. So we’re staying in the next place I can find, and it probably
will be a Walmart parking lot. And we’re staying there until it’s safe for us to head
home. It could be one day, it could be three days. No one knows yet. So we’re all going
to make the best of things.
RITA: I should’ve known anything your father is involved with, would end up like
this…a mess.
PAUL: What did you say? What did she say?
RITA: When are you going to get new hearing aids?
PAUL: It ain’t the hearin’ aids. You gotta speak up. Ain’t nothing wrong with these
things. They’re still plenty good.
RITA: Nothing wrong with them? You’re the only person I know who actually wears
his dead mother’s hearing aids.
PAULIE: Do you have to bring that up again?
PAUL: You’re right, they are. But it don’t matter ‘cuz none of them hearin’ aids ever
work anyway.
PAULIE: Let’s talk about something nice for a change!
PAUL: And what would that be?
RITA: Tell your father I’ve joined E-Harmony.
PAULIE: You joined what?

END OF FREEVIEW
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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