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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We're here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written
permission from the publisher.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

Chicken or Meatloaf © 2020 by Eric Weil

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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CHICKEN OR MEATLOAEF?
Eric Weil

CAST

CHUCK: Husband, in his 50’s - 60’s

CAROL: Wife, in her 50’s - 60’s

Place
Living room of Chuck and Carol’s middle-class home.

Time
The present. Late one afternoon.
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CHICKEN OR MEATLOAF?

At Rise: CHUCK sits on the sofa, reading the newspaper. Enter CAROL, dish towel in hand.
She speaks rapid-fire.

CAROL: What do you want for supper, Chuck? I could make us a nice juicy meatloaf or
I could roast the chicken breasts I got yesterday? Bake us each a big ole potato?

CHUCK: Meatloaf. (barely gets his answer in as CAROL takes a breath)

CAROL: Except the ground beef is still frozen and the chicken breasts are in the meat
drawer. I never put them in the freezer yesterday when I got home with them.

CHUCK: Chicken then.
CAROL: Although I guess I could defrost the ground beef in the microwave and save

the chicken for tomorrow, it really wouldn’t make much of a difference you know,
either way?

CHUCK: Okay.

CAROL: Okay thaw the ground beef for the meatloaf or okay chicken? Because I'll fix
whichever one you want today and we’ll have the other one tomorrow.

CHUCK: Okay, meatloaf.

CAROL: Except now that I'm thinking about it I really think we ought to have the
chicken tonight and save the meatloaf for tomorrow, I'll get the ground beef out of the
freezer right now so it'll be ready by tomorrow, but we’ll just go ahead and have the
chicken today, okay?

CHUCK: Okay.

CAROL: Okay then. I'm glad that’s settled.

CHUCK: But Carol?

CAROL: Yes, dear?
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CHUCK: Why did you ask me which one I wanted, meatloaf or chicken, when you’d
already decided on the chicken?

CAROL: But I hadn’t already decided on the chicken rather than the meatloaf.
CHUCK: Really?
CAROL: Really. I wanted your input so we could decide together what to have tonight.

CHUCK: Because if you had just said, “We’re having chicken tonight,” I'd have said,
“fine.”

CAROL: No, you wouldn’t. You'd have said, “Chicken again?”

END OF FREEVIEW
You'll want to read and perform this show!
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