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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  
 
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times, 
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC, 
and in many other media sources. 
 
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field 
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 
successful in Senior Theatre!  
  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 
Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 
bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 
Convention.  
 
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 
 
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  
 
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 
 
Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the 
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such 
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written 
permission from the publisher.  
 
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 
and excerpts.  
 
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 
 
Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 
 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com  

 
Growing−Old © 2009 by Donal R. Fried 
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GROWING−OLD 

 
This play is the sequel to "The Code," in which the two meet after responding to personal ads. 
They have a good conversation but neither was what the other was expecting and they depart the 
coffee shop as friends. Now, CHARLIE, who is again on the prowl for elderly women, and Rose 
have another encounter. This time ROSE is interested in CHARLIE, but he is reluctant. Rose 
insists she has changed. 
 

CAST 
 
ROSE: Age 80 or older. Realizing that it's time to soften, but still a confident, aggressive, 
tough old lady. 
 
CHARLIE: Age mid 70s or older. Trying to be ‘in touch with his feminine side.’ 
 

Place 
 

A small cafe, with an implied entrance to one side and a service counter to the other. 
The only stage pieces are a table and two chairs. 

 
Time 

 
The present. 
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GROWING−OLD 
 
At Rise: CHARLIE is seated at the table. In front of him is a cup of coffee and a brightly-colored 
‘man-purse.’ ROSE enters but CHARLIE does not see her. She goes to the counter. 
 
ROSE: I'll have the usual, Ramon. 
 
(She takes a cup and goes to CHARLIE.) 
 
CHARLIE: Rose! 
 
ROSE: I was pretty sure it was going to be you. 
 
CHARLIE: But the ad doesn't describe me. It's someone else entirely. 
 
ROSE: I've been doing this for a couple of months, now. I haven't seen one yet that was 
accurate. 
 
CHARLIE: Fair enough. But that still doesn't tell how you knew it was me. 
 
ROSE: The first clue was the semi-colon. There just can't be that many people who 
would use a semi-colon—correctly—in a personal ad looking for guiltless 
indiscriminate sex with old ladies. And the writing was so beautiful. I'd fallen deeply 
and lastingly in love by the time I'd read the second sentence. Nobody could do that 
without a lot of research and practice, and that immediately made me think of you. 
 
CHARLIE: Why wouldn't you see me in February when I called? 
 
ROSE: You shouldn't have given up so easily. Anyway, I've been busy. 
 
CHARLIE: Meeting all the people who responded to all those ads I wrote for you? 
 
ROSE: I never expected so many! 
 
CHARLIE: Those ads were nearly as good as my new one. So, how's it been going? 
 
ROSE: Well, I'm on a first-name basis with every barista within a ten-mile radius. On 
the other hand, with all this coffee I've had to drink, when I'm not peeing all night, I'm 
sitting bolt upright with my eyes open. 
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CHARLIE: No, I mean, how did it go with—uh, the other thing. You know, being a 
lesbian? 
 
ROSE: Oh, that. Fine. 
 
CHARLIE: That's it? Just fine? 
 
ROSE: Yes. Do you really want to hear the details? 
 
CHARLIE: Yes, please! 
 
ROSE: I'm not going to tell you that! 
 
CHARLIE: Awww, why not? 
 
ROSE: Because it's none of your business. 
 
CHARLIE: There's no need to be embarrassed. You need to tell me these things if I'm 
going to keep helping you with your ads. Think of me like a doctor.  
 
ROSE: Right! Just open my mouth and say "Ah. (now starting to fake an orgasm.) 
Aaaahhhh! Aaaaahhhhh!" 
 
CHARLIE: So if your ’encounters’ were so fulfilling, how come you answered my ad? 
 

END OF FREEVIEW 
You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

 


