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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  
 
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times, 
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC, 
and in many other media sources. 
 
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field 
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 
successful in Senior Theatre!  
  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 
Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 
bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 
Convention.  
 
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 
 
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  
 
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 
 
Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the 
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such 
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written 
permission from the publisher.  
 
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 
and excerpts.  
 
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 
 
Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 
 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com  

 
Stunned © 2020 by Trevor Suthers 
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STUNNED 
 

By Trevor Suthers 
 

 CAST 
 

This play can be performed by either men or women.  
 
Characters A, B, and C are articulate admirers of an object of art 
 
Character D is the artist 

 
 
 

Place 
Anywhere art or interesting objects are displayed. 

 
Time 

Any time. 
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STUNNED 
 
Three characters assemble center stage around an object d’art that is to be imagined by the 
audience. One character leads the way on stage, directing the other two characters towards the 
object. 
 
A: There it is, what did I tell you. (all three characters walk around ‘the object d’art’, 
examining it from all angles.) So, come on, tell me—what do you think? 
 
B: It’s stunning. 
 
C: Stunning. Absolutely stunning. What else can I say? 
 
A: Exactly what I said myself when I first saw it. I walked into the gallery, took one 
look, and said to myself, ‘stunning.’ 
 
B: I mean, how else can you express… 
 
C: It’s just… 
 
A: Stunning. I know. I knew you’d want to see it. 
 
C: I don’t know about you two, but I’ve never seen anything like it before. 
 
A: Nor likely are you ever to. It’s simply unique. 
 
C: I have to agree. A complete one off. 
 
B: It’s not as though there’s anything really to compare it with. I don’t think I’ve ever… 
 
A: No, me neither. A complete original. 
 
C: The artist, do we know the artist? 
 
B: (looking) No, it’s not an artist I’m familiar with. 
 
A: No, I have to say the name doesn’t ring any bells. I looked up the artist and there 
appears to be little known. 
 
C: A little known artist and yet… to conceive of such a piece as this. 
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B: Whilst unknown. It’s extraordinary. 
 
A: Truly extraordinary. A virtually unknown artist comes along and presents a work of 
such stunning originality. 
 
C: I mean, these days, you really think you’ve seen everything there is to see and then 
you come across this. 
 
B: It’s hard to know how to describe it. 
 
C: Where do you begin? 
 
A: You don’t really need to describe it, all you really need to do is experience it. 
 
B: You’re right. This is a piece of work that truly defies description. 
 
C: To try and describe it would somehow… 
 
A: Diminish it? 
 
C: Exactly. You have to feel its presence. 
 
A: Lose yourself in it almost. 
 
B: I think, now correct me if I’m wrong, but what this piece offers us is a completely 
fresh perspective. 
 
C: Oh, I agree, completely fresh. I don’t think I’ve experienced this level of freshness in 
terms of perspective ever before. 
 
B: It’s stunning. There, I’ve said it again. 
 
A: This is the second time I’ve viewed it and still I’m stunned. Almost as stunned as 
when I first saw it. 
 
B: By the very nature of the work it demands repeat viewings. 
 
A: Even on second viewing I can now see things in this work that I didn’t see on first 
viewing. 
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C: You were probably too stunned. 
 
A: You’re right, once you get past the stunning nature of this work, once you get past 
that phase, it’s then that you can start to develop a proper critical appreciation. 
(A fourth character (gender not important but younger than the other three characters) enters 
and glances at the work. They make to move on.) 
 
B: It’s an unknown artist, can you believe that? 
 
D: Sorry? 
 
B: I’m just saying. This work. The artist. Can you believe that a completely unknown 
artist could create such an original work as this? 
 
D: Original? Well, hardly. 
 
B: What do you mean, hardly? 
 
D: Well, it is somewhat derivative. 
 
C: Somewhat derivative? Come now, surely. 
 
D: I’m only saying. 
 
A: Derivative? In what way? 
 
D: Well, the general composition for a start. Particularly the curvature, configuration, 
use of color. It simply appears to parody a number of relatively well-known works. 
Something of a mish-mash in my opinion, merely cobbling together styles and themes 
that are familiar to much more cohesive art works. 
 

END OF FREEVIEW 
You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

 


