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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 

world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 

the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 

productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in The Wall Street Journal, Chicago 

Tribune, LA Times, American Theatre Magazine, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on 

CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 

our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field with 

our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 

Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 

supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 

successful in Senior Theatre! 
 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!  
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 

States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 

Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 

material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 

playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 

manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, in any 

medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, are fully 

reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 

or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 

and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 

two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 

questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 

Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com. 
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THE ELEVATOR MISADVENTURE 

 

By Drena Heizer 

 

CAST 

 

FLOYD 

BERTHA 

ALFRED 

MINNIE 

HIRAM 

 

STAGE POSITIONS 

From stage left toward stage right: Bertha, Alfred, Floyd, Minnie and Hiram. 

 

PROPS 

None—except that Floyd might wear a silly hat to enhance his wacky character. 

 

Setting: Our scene opens in a department store elevator which has become stuck between floors. 

Trapped inside are a man and his wife, a little old lady and a little old man who are strangers to 

each other, and a guy named FLOYD who is pretty strange all by himself.  

 

FLOYD: Well, I knew this was going to be a bad day when I picked up the newspaper 

and saw my picture in the obituary column. 

 

BERTHA: We’re stuck in here, Alfred. Do something! 

 

ALFRED: Like what? We’ve already pushed all the buttons and tried the emergency 

phone and nothing works. 

 

BERTHA: Isn’t there anything else you can do? 

 

ALFRED: Sorry Bertha. I guess I left my magic wand in my other pants. (or other suit) 

 

FLOYD: Why is it that Lady Luck smiles on other people but always throws up on me. 

 

ALFRED: Oh, stop griping. The rest of us are just as inconvenienced as you are. There’s 

nothing we can do but wait. 

 

FLOYD: But I have an appointment upstairs. 
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MINNIE: Well, so do I. I have an appointment at the beauty parlor, but I’m not getting 

hysterical about it. I brought my knitting along, so I’ll just get on with it while we’re 

waiting. 

 

FLOYD: What are you knitting, little old lady? 

 

MINNIE: I’m knitting a little old man! 

 

HIRAM: Hey, honey, I’m a ready-made little old man. Will I do? 

 

MINNIE: (looking him up and down) I don’t think so. You’re pretty well raveled out 

around the edges. 

 

HIRAM: Oh yeah? You’re no prize yourself. Why are you bothering to go to the beauty 

parlor? Looks like it’s already too late.  

 

MINNIE: It’s none of your business, but I’m going in for a makeover. 

 

HIRAM: (looking her up and down) Somebody in YOUR shape should be seeing a 

contractor for an estimate and a building permit. 

 

MINNIE: Well, just look at yourself! YOU sure could use a remodeling job. You’re 

losing shingles off your roof (points to his head)--and your front porch is sagging. (Points 

to his tummy.) 

 

HIRAM:  Well! Who let YOU out without your collar and leash?  

 

ALFRED: Now look, you two. We may have quite a wait before we get out of here, so 

let’s at least try to get along. I think we should start by introducing ourselves. I’m 

Alfred and this is my wife Bertha. 

 

FLOYD: I’m Floyd. 

 

MINNIE: I’m Minnie. 

 

HIRAM: My friends call me Hi. That’s short for Hiram. My name is Hiram 

Fumbleflugelberger, but I’m thinking of having it legally changed. 

 

ALFRED: Good idea. What will you change it to? 
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HIRAM: SAM Fumbleflugelberger. I get really fed up with people coming up to me and 

saying “Hi, Hi.” 

 

ALFRED: I see. 

 

HIRAM: They also come up and say, “Lo, Hi.”  I’m tired of that, too. 

 

ALFRED: That’s understandable. 

 

FLOYD: I never liked my name. My parents named me after my rich Uncle Floyd, in 

hopes he would mention me in his will. 

 

MINNIE: And did he? 

 

FLOYD: No. Well, actually yes—but what he said was, “I have a nephew named Floyd, 

who is unmentionable.” 

 

MINNIE: Aw. Too bad. 

 

FLOYD: Yes. I was not his favorite. 

 

MINNIE: Obviously not. 

 

FLOYD: No. I was not my parents’ favorite, either—and I was an only child. 

 

MINNIE:  How sad. 

 

FLOYD: And do you know, I ran away from home one time for two weeks and nobody 

noticed I was gone. 

 

MINNIE: That’s a shame. My parents were always proud of ME. I got straight A’s in 

school. 

 

HIRAM: Well, you didn’t get A’s in arithmetic, because that was so long ago they 

hadn’t invented numbers yet. 

 

FreeView: This is copyrighted material 

Now buy the entire show—such fun! 


