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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, in any
medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, are fully
reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, wwuw.seniortheatre.com.

Starting Over Copyright 2011 Arthur S. Keyser
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STARTING OVER
By Arthur S. Keyser
CAST
CYNTHIA: A woman in her mid-sixties. Solly’s daughter.

SOLLY: A ninety-one year old man. Cynthia’s father.
MAY: An eighty-nine year old woman.

Time
Mid-morning on a weekday in early summer.
Setting: A small park, located in a medium sized city. The park is surrounded on all four sides

by upscale apartment buildings.

At Rise: MAY GAFFNEY, an obviously elderly woman, is seated on a bench in the park. She
has a newspaper spread all over the bench. CYNTHIA, a well-dressed woman, pushing a
wheelchair with SOLLY, an elderly man sitting in the chair, walks toward the bench where
MAY is seated. The woman stops a few feet away and turns the wheelchair so that it is facing the
same way as MAY’s bench but slightly angled so that MAY and the elderly man would be able
to speak to each other if they wished to do so.

CYNTHIA: Is this okay?

SOLLY: Why here?

CYNTHIA: It’s shady.

SOLLY: It's too dark.

CYNTHIA: It’s not too dark and the sun isn’t good for you. We don’t want you getting
skin cancer.

SOLLY: I'm ninety-one and I've sat in the sun my whole life. I never got skin cancer.

CYNTHIA: You can still get it.

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com



http://www.seniortheatre.com/

Starting Over 5

SOLLY: When I was young, a daughter never told a father what to do.

CYNTHIA: If Mom was still alive, she’d be saying the same thing.

SOLLY: If your mother was still alive, I wouldn’t be living with you.

CYNTHIA: I don’t have time to argue. I have to get to my office. Sarah knows to come
down for you at one to take you back for lunch. If you need her sooner, call her. Do you
have your cell phone?

SOLLY: Of course I have it. I never forget anything.

CYNTHIA: I know. You tell me that all the time. I have a taxi waiting for me at the
apartment. I'll see you at dinner.

(CYNTHIA walks away, toward one of the apartment buildings facing the park)
MAY: Hey mister! Do you want me to push your chair into the sun?
SOLLY: Why? So I could get skin cancer?

MAY: You're ninety-one and you’ve sat in the sun all your life. You never got skin
cancer.

SOLLY: Do you always listen to private conversations? It's bad manners.

MAY: Your wheelchair is so close I would have to wear earplugs not to hear you.
SOLLY: So next time, wear earplugs.

MAY: Look who's talking about bad manners. You're not very friendly.

SOLLY: I'm ninety-one. I don’t have to be friendly anymore.

MAY: I'm eighty-nine. I'm friendly.

SOLLY: You have to be friendly. You're a woman. Women like to talk a lot. You won’t

have anybody to talk to if you're not friendly. (beat) When you’re a man and you're
ninety-one, you've talked enough.
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MAY: So stop talking to me.

SOLLY: What are you reading?

MAY: I thought you didn’t want to talk.

SOLLY: I wasn’t talking. I was just asking a question.
MAY: The obituaries.

SOLLY: What did you say?

MAY: I said the obituaries.

SOLLY: I can’t hear you.

MAY: Don’t you wear hearing aids?

SOLLY: Why should I wear hearing aids? (beat) When I get older, I'll get hearing aids.
MAY: I can’t talk any louder. I've always had a soft voice.

SOLLY: If you move some of those newspapers, I could sit next to you on the bench.
Then I could hear you.

(MAY stands up)
MAY: I'll help you.
SOLLY: What do you think I am? A cripple?

(SOLLY gets up out of the wheelchair and walks the few steps over to the bench. MAY sits there
with her mouth open in amazement. SOLLY stands in front of the bench.)

MAY: What happened? You can walk!

END OF FREEVIEW
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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