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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA 

Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern 

Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. 

Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and 

present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. 

We’re here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!  

  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing 

the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use 

of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior 

Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com. 
 

World’s Oldest Hobby Copyright © 2003 by Frank Canino

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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WORLD’S OLDEST HOBBY 

 

By Frank Canino 

 

CAST 

 

JAN: A domineering housewife in her 60's. 

MAX: Her husband, 60's but eager. 

BARBARA: Jan’s best friend, a follower. 

ED: Barbara’s husband, 60's but still curious. 

 

Place: 

The living rooms of two couples, somewhere in a North American city or suburb. 

 

Time: 

The present, any day of any week. 

 

Setting: The living room of JAN and MAX is on stage right. The living room of 

BARBARA and ED is on stage left. The only set is a small table with one chair and a 

telephone for each room. Light changes come up to indicate one apartment or both.  

 

At Rise: Telephone rings in blackout. Lights come up on MAX on the phone. Then lights 

up on ED answering the phone. 

 

MAX: Ed?  

 

ED: Yeah, Max. 

 

MAX: She's ready to leave. What about Barbara? 

 

ED: Walkin’ out the door practically. You want I should come down? 

 

MAX: Nah, I told Jan we'd use your car to get to the game.  

 

(BARBARA enters wearing a long coat) 

 

BARBARA: Ed, I left a thermos of chicken soup on the kitchen table. Have you 

got your tickets? And your pills? 
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ED: Yeah, yeah! (into phone) Max, come up whenever. 

 

BARBARA: Tell him to tell Jan that I’m on my way.  

 

ED: I told him already. So go on. 

 

BARBARA: If the game runs over time, leave a message on the service. 

 

ED: Yeah, yeah, yeah! 

 

(She exits. He chuckles happily into the phone.) 

 

ED: She's on her way down. So get your ass up here. 

 

MAX: I’ll be there in five.  

 

(He hangs up. JAN, his wife enters, wearing a long coat, a large handbag, and carrying 

various items for him.) 

 

JAN: Was that Barbara? 

 

MAX: Yeah, she's coming now. 

 

JAN: Good, that'll give us a good three hours to shop. Here's a thermos of hot tea 

and sandwiches and your tush pillow. 

 

MAX: For a football game? 

 

JAN: Remember your haemorrhoids last time? And don't jump up and down 

with your hernia— 

 

MAX: Just get going and don't worry about— 

 

(BARBARA enters) 

 

BARBARA: Yoo-hoo, all ready? 

 

JAN: In a minute.  

 

BARBARA: (to MAX) Ed's waiting for you. 
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MAX: I'm on my way. (he starts to leave) 

 

JAN: You forgot something! 

 

MAX: What? 

 

JAN: (pointing to jacket on chair) You're going to a football game without your 

jacket? 

 

MAX: Oh yeah! (he grabs it and exits) Have fun shopping. 

 

(A moment's pause. The women look at each other in suspense. They hear the door close. 

They smile.) 

 

BARBARA: You sure we wanna do this? 

 

JAN: I am all ready. Voila!  

 

(she whips off her coat to reveal a scanty outfit of leather and chains) 

 

BARBARA: Oh my god, it looks— 

 

JAN: Exotic! And erotic! 

 

BARBARA: But why do we have to dress up? No one's going to see us. 

 

JAN: Oh come on, Barbara. Atmosphere! You know, get in character. 

 

(As they talk JAN keeps adding more exotic pieces to her outfit from her handbag) 

 

BARBARA: But I can't wear one of those things! 

 

JAN: So no one asked you. Just back me up. Have you got your script? 

 

BARBARA: Here.  

 

 

END OF FREEVIEW 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 


