The Bug Hunters

Olga Sanderson

Publications




The Bug Hunters

SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA
Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity,
on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online.
Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and
present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts.
We're here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing
the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use
of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
Cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998,
www.seniortheatre.com

Copyright 2003

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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THE BUG HUNTERS
by Olga Sanderson
CAST

MILLIE FOX

MAGGIE FOX: Millie’s sister.

AL FONSO: A burglar posing as a state health inspector.
SAM STADE: Al Fonso’s accomplice.

OFFICER GATES

At rise: MILLIE and MAGGIE are in their living room.

MAGGIE: Millie, I just heard there is a thousand-dollar reward for information
on the operation of two men pretending to work for the State Health
Department. And they are supposed to be working in our neighborhood. Boy,
we sure could use the money!

MILLIE: If they should happen to come here, what could we do?

MAGGIE: I know. We could act like two dumb old ladies who couldn’t find their
way out of a paper bag...and you could put a recorder in your purse and tape
them.

MILLIE: Say, that’s a good idea. I'll get prepared, just in case they come here.
(puts a recorder in her purse, which she hangs on her arm. There’s a knock at the door.
MAGGIE goes to answer it)

MAGGIE: Hello. (two men are at the door)

AL: Howdy, ma’am. I be Al Fonso and him be Sam Stade. We be inspectors wit’
the State Board of Health. We'll just come in an’ look around. Won't cost you a
cent. (he pushes her aside and steps in)

MAGGIE: Just a minute. What you looking for?

SAM: Bugs, ma’am. What you say your name is?

MAGGIE: I'm Maggie Fox and this is my sister, Millie, and we ain’t got no bugs.
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MILLIE: This ain’t no bughouse except for a few ants once in a while. So you
needn’t bother.

AL: Ladies, we hears that all the time and then what happens? The bugs drive
‘em out of the home. Just relax. Sit down. We have our sound detector. Hears the
vibrations of all the bad bugs. Ants ain’t nuttin’. We don’t bother wit” them.

MILLIE: What are the bad ones? Bed bugs? We ain’t got those.

AL: Ma’am, the bad ones is the termites, the cocky roaches and the black
widders.

MAGGIE: You mean termites?

SAM: Yep, lady, termites. Give me the detector, Al. You looks at the floor for
their droppings. (they move about, while the two women follow suit)

SAM: Yep! A-HAH! Hm. Got a good crop here.

MAGGIE: May I have that detector? (she reaches for it, and SAM slaps her hand)
SAM: Lady, you'se got to have the ear trained for this detector.

AL: Do you know that termites can be plenty bad. Once a guy was playing his
piano and it fell in his lap. The dern termites chewed the legs off. They’s got teeth
like buzz saws. ‘Nudder time the roof fell in on top of an old couple when they
was sleeping. Almost kilt “em. Those dern buggers chewed through ‘da timbers!

MAGGIE: Well, if we got them, what do we do?

SAM: Ma’am, we ain’t through. Al, does you see some black widders up there?
Looks like it to me. (both exaggerate upper-view investigation)

AL: Sure looks like it, Sam. Boy, those are some mean critters. One bite and you
won’t be singin” Glory Hallelujah anymore!

END OF FREEVIEW —
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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