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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 

world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 

the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 

productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in The Wall Street Journal, Chicago 

Tribune, LA Times, American Theatre Magazine, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on 

CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 

our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field with 

our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 

Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 

supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 

successful in Senior Theatre! 

 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!  
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 

States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 

Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 

material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 

playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 

manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, in any 

medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, are fully 

reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 

or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 

and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 

two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 

questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 

Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com. 

 

Copyright 2011 Arthur S. Keyser 

     

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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GROWN-UP GAMES 

 

by 

 

Arthur S. Keyser 

 

CAST 

 

ANTHONY: a balding ninety-two-year-old man. 

CHARLES: a black man in his late eighties with a full head of white hair. 

 

Setting: A September morning in the passenger waiting area of a train station. 

 

At Rise: ANTHONY wears a small canvas backpack. He sits on a wooden bench. On the bench 

beside him is a leather satchel, cracked and discolored from age. CHARLES sits next to 

ANTHONY. On the ground at CHARLES' feet is a medium-sized piece of luggage.  

 

THE STATION LOUD SPEAKER (we hear the last part of an announcement) 

…Express has been delayed. We apologize for any inconvenience. 

 

CHARLES: What did he say? 

 

ANTHONY: What did who say? 

 

CHARLES: The man talking in that speaker up there. 

 

ANTHONY: I wasn’t paying attention. I think one of the trains is late.  

 

CHARLES: Did he say my train? 

 

ANTHONY: Might have been. (pause) Maybe it wasn’t.  

 

CHARLES: You’re supposed to be listening. It was my job yesterday. Yours today. 

 

ANTHONY: I was busy. 

 

CHARLES: Busy doing what? We’re just sitting here. 

 

ANTHONY: I was thinking about lunch. What’s today? 
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CHARLES: Mac ‘n cheese day. 

 

ANTHONY: Montauk. 

 

CHARLES: What’s Montauk have to do with mac ‘n cheese? 

 

ANTHONY: I think that the speaker guy said the train from Montauk is a few minutes 

late.  

 

CHARLES: That’s not good. I might not get to the city on time. You sure it was talking 

about my train? 

      

ANTHONY: Maybe it’s the train going to Montauk. I don’t know. When I’m thinking 

about lunch I don’t hear lots of things. And I don’t always remember what I’m 

supposed to do and what you’re gonna do. 

 

CHARLES: We talked all about it last week. Today, it’s your job to listen to the speaker, 

not mine. My job is to think about the audition. I haven’t danced for a long time. 

 

ANTHONY: I don’t think my listening to the speaker is a good idea. I can’t do 

everything for you.  

       

 CHARLES: Everything? What do you do for me? 

 

ANTHONY: I reminded you to take your tap shoes, the white jacket, the bow tie, the-- 

 

CHARLES: You didn’t remind me until I had everything packed already. 

 

ANTHONY: So what. Suppose you forgot. Then you would’ve been glad I told you. 

 

CHARLES: (hesitating) I guess you’re right. I’m sorry. (pause) I owe you one. 

 

ANTHONY: One what? 

 

CHARLES: One reminder. 

 

ANTHONY: So do it. 

 

CHARLES: Do what? 
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ANTHONY: Remind me. 

 

CHARLES: About what? 

 

ANTHONY: Whatever you want to remind me about. 

 

CHARLES: I’ll have to think about it. 

 

(Three beeps are suddenly heard) 

 

STATION LOUD SPEAKER: This is an update. The limited express, due here at 10:35 

a.m. is now expected to arrive at 10:39 a.m. Because of the cancellation, the limited 

express will stop at all stations. Anticipated arrival at its final destination in New York 

City is now expected to be 1:40 p.m. We apologize for any inconvenience. 

 

ANTHONY: That man in the speaker just said--  

 

CHARLES: I heard him. (beat) I forgot what I was supposed to say next.  

 

ANTHONY: You tell me your audition is at two o’ clock. No way you can get from the 

station to the west side that fast. 

 

CHARLES: Now I remember. Thanks, Tony. (pause) I guess that means I owe you two.  

 

ANTHONY: Don’t count that. It’s free. It’s a present for your next birthday. 

 

CHARLES: I thought we decided we’re too old for birthday presents. 

 

ANTHONY: Okay. It’s for Christmas. 

 

CHARLES: That train’s gonna be here soon. We better get back to what we’re supposed 

to say. 

 

END OF FREEVIEW 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

 


