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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA
Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern
Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online.
Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and
present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts.
We're here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her
rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior
Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com.

Copyright 2013
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BERNIE AND THE BEAST
A comedy in one act

by
Marsha Lee Sheiness
CAST
BERNIE: Middle 7O's

EVELYN: Late 60's
Both BERNIE and EVELYN are small in stature but giants in spirit.

Place
BERNIE and EVELYN, married for forty-two years, are lost somewhere in South
Dakota. As the evening unfolds at the Blue Lagoon Motel they reveal their many
levels of love and dependency as well as a solid commitment to a loving,
enduring relationship.

Time

The present.

At Rise: A room at the Blue Lagoon Motel. Summer, just after sundown. We hear a key
in the lock. The door opens. BERNIE enters, wearing a hat. HE feels along the wall for a
light switch. EVELYN enters and stays in the doorway.
BERNIE: Where’s the damn light switch?
EVELYN: What's that over there?
BERNIE: Over where?
EVELYN: Between those two beds, there’s a lamp. Try turning it on.
BERNIE: (crossing to lamp) Probably doesn’t work.
EVELYN: There’s one way to find out.
(BERNIE turns on the lamp, it works. EVELYN surveys the room)

EVELYN: Tacky, tacky, yuck! I don’t like your Blue Lagoon Motel one bit.

BERNIE: Since when is this my motel? I don’t remember signing any papers.
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EVELYN: You picked it.

BERNIE: You told me to pull in.

EVELYN: I said, “There’s one.”

BERNIE: I told you we should have stopped ten miles back before it got dark.
EVELYN: Wasn’t ready to stop ten miles back.

BERNIE: I'm not the one who's afraid to drive at night. What do you want me to
do?

EVELYN: Nothing to do except get the bags. I don’t drive nowhere after dark-
thirty.

BERNIE: I'm not going to drag them in here if you're going to change your mind
in five minutes.

EVELYN: I'm making no promises.

BERNIE: Maybe I can make it worth your while. Will a hundred do it?
EVELYN: Chicken feed.

BERNIE: How about two?

EVELYN: Chickie, chickie, chickie! El Cheapo!

BERNIE: El Cheapo? Since when am I El Cheapo?

EVELYN: Ever since our first date.

BERNIE: Two-fifty is my final offer.

EVELYN: You've got yourself a deal.

BERNIE: (reaches for his wallet) You got change for a hundred?

(EVELYN opens her bag, takes out a fifty-dollar bill. THEY exchange bills)
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EVELYN: Sugar Daddy.
BERNIE: How do you figure that after forty-two years?
EVELYN: Sweet and Sour Daddy.

BERNIE: That sounds more like it. I'm going to check in. (gives her a kiss on the
cheek)

EVELYN: Leave my makeup case under the seat. I won’t be needing it.

BERNIE: Since when?

EVELYN: Don’t know how long I'll be staying. Haven’t made up my mind.
BERNIE: We made a deal and you're going to stick to it.

EVELYN: Maybe I will and maybe I won't.

BERNIE: Damn Beast. (HE exits)

EVELYN: You got that right. (SHE opens door to the bathroom, turns on the light, and
looks it over. Tests both beds, one is very firm, one is very soft. SHE turns on the air-
conditioner, then opens a curtain that covers a clothes rack) Damn flea-joint!!

(SHE turns the TV set on and off, lifts the receiver on the telephone, listens for dial tone,
replaces receiver. Opens each drawer of the chest-of-drawers to check for cleanliness as
BERNIE enters carrying two heavy suitcases)

BERNIE: Where do you want me to put these?

EVELYN: Where’s my makeup case?

BERNIE: I thought you said you didn’t want it.

EVELYN: Changed my mind.

(BERNIE puts the two suitcases down)

BERNIE: I should have married your twin sister.
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EVELYN: It's not too late! She’s looking for her third husband. And she still has
all her teeth.

BERNIE: What else do you want out there?

EVELYN: All I want is my makeup case. (BERNIE has a severe pain in his stomach
that forces him to lose his breath and sit) What happened? (HE is unable to

answer) Did you take your medicine?

BERNIE: (with effort) When did I have time to take my medicine?

EVELYN: It's past due.

BERNIE: I know that. Where is it? (Checks his pant pockets)

EVELYN: In that pill caddy I bought you. I saw you use it this morning.

BERNIE: Then you were hallucinating. That pill caddy is at home in my desk
drawer. Look in your purse. I may have put the pills in your purse this morning.

EVELYN: (looking through her purse) What's wrong with that pill caddy?
BERNIE: I can never get the damn thing open without hurting my thumb.
EVELYN: If you're not going to use it then I want it back.

BERNIE: You can have it back.

EVELYN: (finds his pills in her purse and hands bottle to him) Here. What the hell are
your pills doing in my purse?

BERNIE: You really are a beast!
EVELYN: Brutal beast.
BERNIE: Mean. (takes out a pill)

EVELYN: Mean and ornery. Sit still, I'll get you some water. (goes into the
bathroom)

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, www.seniortheatre.com, 800-858-4998



http://www.seniortheatre.com/

Bernie and the Beast 8

BERNIE: How ‘bout some news, Beast? (turns on the TV set, gets snowy static on all
channels) Don’t tell me the damn TV doesn’t work!

EVELYN'S VOICE: The air-conditioner works fine.

BERNIE: I'm not talking about the air-conditioner. I want to watch the news.
EVELYN'’S VOICE: Then turn on the television set. (enters)

BERNIE: I've got it on. I can’t get a picture. (turns TV set off) Dammit!!
EVELYN: What's the matter with you?

BERNIE: If we’d have stopped ten miles back, we’d have a decent place to stay
and a TV that works.

EVELYN: (sitting on a bed) You were driving. — Which bed do you want?
BERNIE: I don’t care!

EVELYN: This one is hard as a rock, (sits on the other bed) and this one stinks. Sit
on it.

(BERNIE sets water glass down, and then crosses toward the bed)

BERNIE: What's wrong with it? (sits and sinks into the mattress) Ninety-eight a
night for this?

EVELYN: Plus tax. -- I'll sleep on it.

BERNIE: What's the other one like?

EVELYN: Hard as a rock. I want my makeup case.
BERNIE: I'll get it.

END OF FREEVIEW

You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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